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the ipe used for decking around the pool and 
hot tub was also used to build seating/storage 
units, where towels and water toys can be 
stashed, and to create the surround for the 
outdoor shower behind the pool. Closer to the 
building, the decking is bluestone, which 
continues inside the living area. 
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WITH A TENNIS COURT ON ONE SIDE
AND A SWIMMING POOL ON THE OTHER, 
THIS BUILDING IS THE CENTER
OF ONE FAMILY’S SUMMER ACTIVITIES
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his is a building of a somewhat duplicitous 
nature, but it’s a ruse with an honest pur-
pose. Set in an established neighborhood 
on Martha’s Vineyard, an island off  the 
coast of Massachusetts, it appears from 
the street as a vernacular shingled Cape 

Cod cottage. It has a simple, clean exterior that any his-
toric commission would approve, even with the two-story 
glass corner that exposes an open modern staircase and 
hints there might be more to the structure than this hand-
some, if somewhat conventional facade. 

Walk to the back of the building, and it is clear why 
Ben Kelly of Building Shelter Inc. in Oak Bluff s, Massa-
chusetts, the general contractor on the project, dubbed 

it the Half-Glass House. From this vantage point, the 
structure morphs into a Modern rectangle with a fl at roof 
and fl oor-to-ceiling glass walls on three sides (reminding 
some observers of the famous full Glass House by architect 
Philip Johnson). Here, old and new do not collide; rather, 
convention and innovation gracefully meld, with one seem-
ing a natural extension of the other. 

Credit the wily genius of Keith Moskow and Robert 
Linn, partners at Moskow Linn Architects of Boston, who 

the bluestone floor and wood-clad steel beams add to the 
indoor-outdoor sensibility in the living area (above, top). The 
more traditional front section of the structure (above, bottom) 
has a two-story glass corner that reveals a staircase with fl oating 
steel treads set on a center steel rail.  
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kate lambroza arranges fl owers 
on the outdoor dining table by her 
parents’ pool. The overhang  on 
this portion of the building is 12 
feet wide, which “makes that area 
seem like an outdoor room,” says 
architect Robert Linn. 
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designed the building for Sam Lambroza and Marybeth 
Burke, a married couple with three grown children, who 
have been coming to the island for more than a dozen years. 
With sons in Los Angeles and Houston and a daughter in 
Washington, D.C., they found their Vineyard home was the 
place where all the family loved to gather, so when their 
neighbor decided to sell the property next door, they were 
quick to buy it, adding an acre to their 1-acre lot. 

Their vision was to create a recreational retreat with 
a tennis court, swimming pool, hot tub, exercise room, and 
open space to entertain family and friends. Sure, there is a 
place for guests, but, says Lambroza, “We didn’t want to 
create another whole house, so we kept it to one bedroom.” 
They wanted a space that made an indoor/outdoor connec-
tion, so all three walls of glass doors open and the outside 

Sam Lambroza had an idea for a spiral staircase to provide 
outdoor access to the roof deck. Architects Keith Moskow 
and Robert Linn agreed it could be an elegant and practical 
addition to the project. Since both God and the devil are in 
the details, however, it couldn’t be just any spiral stair. 
        It would be an important point of interest, so it had to 
be beautiful, inviting, and expertly made. They turned to 
PbD Productions in Hopedale, Massachusetts, where the 
stairway was designed and built. “We set it up in the shop,” 
says operations maganger John Taberski, then, satisfi ed 
with the design, it was broken down and shipped (the 
railing was made in one piece and sent on a fl atbed trailer) 
to the site where Taberski oversaw the installation. “It was 
a fun job,” he says. “Every metal job we do is a challenge, 
but that’s what makes you enjoy your job. You get a real 
sense of accomplishment.” 
           The components are steel that was galvanized. Once 
assembled, the rail and treads were capped in Ipe. 
            Set into the bluestone terrace beneath the wide 
overhang at the far end of the building, it is an architectural 
exclamation point on a project full of surprises. 

design decision Stepping Up

the compact kitchen was designed with help from French 
Accent, a Martha’s Vineyard kitchen and bath company. The 
open shelving keeps the space connected to the living room, yet 
has a counter tall enough to hide any food-preparation and 
cleanup messes. 
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the guest bath has a 
double vanity and a 
generous curbless walk-in 
shower with a window set 
high on the wall to allow 
plenty of light without 
compromising privacy. 

a sliding barn-style door 
can close off the guest 
suite from the rest of the 
house, which is convenient 
when the roof deck just 
outside the large French 
doors is being used to 
entertain. 
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as the sun goes down, the building and pool appear as the 
picture of tranquillity. The exercise room was designed with a 
closet and full bath so it could be converted to a bedroom suite 
in the future. For now, the Lambroza-Burke family fi nd the house 
to be perfect just the way it is. 

bluestone decking continues into the indoor living area. 
Landscape architect Kris Horiuchi of Horiuchi Solien 

Landscape Architects in Falmouth, Massachusetts, was 
instrumental in planning the outdoor space, selecting the 
bluestone and Ipe for the decking around the saltwater 
pool and siting the tennis court. “Having your own ten-
nis court is an amazing thing,” says Lambroza, an enthu-
siastic player and one-time high-school tennis coach. He 
built the full-size court as a replica, including color and 
material, of the one used for the U.S. Open in New York. 

It took some engineering to build an almost all-glass 
house, says Moskow. Thus, he and Linn designed it with 
a steel frame. 

The fi rst fl oor consists of a living area, kitchen, full 
bath, and exercise room. Upstairs, there is a mini kitchen 
and powder room that service the roof deck. There is also 
a guest suite that can be closed off  with a sliding barn-
style door, so guests need not be disturbed when the roof 
is in use, which it oft en is for sunset cocktails or dinner 
under the stars. 

“It really feels like a retreat,” says Burke. “You don’t 
see any houses from the peaceful quiet living room. And 
there is no television in the house.” Which doesn’t mean 

this is a low-tech operation. There is smart-
house automation that allows the owners 
to control the heat, the shades on the glass 
doors, and the audio and security systems 
from their phones. The house also has a 

high-effi  ciency boiler and is superinsulated. “That is 
where to put your money,” says Moskow. “If you make a 
tight envelope with air exchangers, a fancy heat system is 
not needed.”

“This turned out much better than we envisioned,” 
says Lambroza. Burke agrees, adding, “The pool, hot tub, 
and roof deck have become the cultural and social center 
for our family.” In fact, says Lambroza, “No one wants to 
go to the beach anymore.”  

for more 
details,
see 
resources
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